AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A two-component running board for a vehicle 
comprising: 

a unitary, monolithic, lower support structure, said structure attaching to a motor 
vehicle in a generally parallel orientation to said vehicle, positioned below the 
passenger doors of the vehicle, said structure having a plurality of longitudinal integral 
walls, a plurality of crossing walls perpendicular in orientation to said integral w alls 
positioned such as to provide rigidity to the structure; 

a step cover, said cover generally surrounding . and attaching to said supporting 
structure having a generally planar stepping surface on a top side thereof; 

wherein when said support structure is mounted to a vehicle and step cover is 
attached to said supporting structure forming the running board assembly, the running 
board assembly can support the weight of at least one vehicle passenger. 

2. (original) The two-component running board of Claim 1 wherein said 
lower support structure is made of a first moldable material, and has a generally planar 
bottom surface. 

3. (original) The two-component running board of Claim 1 wherein said 
lower support structure comprises at least one integral mounting means, attaching said 
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support structure to a vehicle, said mounting means supporting the weight of the 
running board assembly and at least one vehicle passenger. 

4. (original) The two-component running board of Claim 1 wherein said 
lower support structure comprises an integral means of attaching said step cover. 

5. (original) The two-component running board of Claim 1 wherein said step 
cover is of a second moldable material, and is attached to the lower support structure by 
a fastening means. 

6. (original) The two-component running board of Claim 5 wherein said step 
cover further comprises an anti-slip means on said stepping surface. 

7. (original) The two-component running board of Claim 5 wherein said 
fastening means comprises a set of locking tabs integrated in said step cover, for being 
received in a complementary set of locking slots in said lower support structure. 

8. (currently amended) The two-component running board of Claim 5 
wherein said fastening means comprises mach i no fasteners. 

9. (cancelled) 
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1 0. (currently amended) A multiple-piece running board for a vehicle 
comprising: 

at l oact ono a unitary, monolithic lower support structure, said structure attaching 
to a motor vehicle in a generally parallel orientation to said vehicle, positioned below the 
passenger doors of the vehicle, said structure having a plurality of longitudinal integral 
walls, a plurality of crossing walls, perpendicular in orientation to said plurality of integral 
said lower support structure comprising an integral means of attaching a step cover, 
and further comprising an integral mounting means of attaching said support structure 
to the vehicle; 

at least one step cover, said cover attaching to said supporting structure having a 
generally planar stepping surface on a top side thereof, said step cover further 
comprises an anti-slip means on said stepping surface and an integral means of 
securing said cover to said mounting structure; 

wherein when said support structure is mounted to a vehicle and step cover is 
attached to said supporting structure forming the running board assembly, the running 
board assembly is able to support the weight of at least one vehicle passenger. 
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